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Schools to reopen in August

After consulting with ADHS Director Christ and State Superintendent of Public

Instruction Hoffman, Governor Ducey announced that public and charter schools

will reopen in August and summer schools can open in June if they follow new

guidelines. At a press conference, Director Christ emphasized the need for

flexibility in the provide alternative options to students and faculty with whom may

be at extra risk of contracting COVID-19 and to find ways to keep them safe

while still meeting the needs of children. Virtual learning will be an option for

students more susceptible to the virus.

A task force designated by Arizona Department of Education (ADE) released a

list of recommendations to help schools prepare for reopening in August. The

department calls it a "framework" to help districts and charters make their own

decisions when it comes to keeping students and staff safe. The Roadmap for

Reopening Schools is a comprehensive guide that was created by input from

more than 100 teachers, principals, charter leaders, school nurses and parents

across the state. It covers four different scenarios:

Scenario One: All students are in physical buildings from the start of the school

year.

Scenario Two: Some students are in physical buildings and some students

engage in distance learning from the start of the school year.

Scenario Three: All students engage in distance learning from the start of the

school year, with the option of returning to physical buildings when appropriate.

Scenario Four: Intermittent distance learning throughout the school year based

on emergency closures as defined by local and state health departments.

Here are some key takeaways:

   Considerations for LeadersConsiderations for Leaders

  Considerations for TeachersConsiderations for Teachers

Considerations for StudentsConsiderations for Students

Considerations for FamiliesConsiderations for Families

The entire plan can be found  here.here.

http://www.azgovaffairs.com/
http://www.azgovaffairs.com/
https://files.constantcontact.com/cbebfe4e101/677cbe73-9e4b-4fd6-adfa-91eb126e66c5.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/cbebfe4e101/4c929282-94f5-4920-b8e7-21b3e6d77fb7.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/cbebfe4e101/71f06936-023b-4a49-8e30-accc1ff9d1aa.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/cbebfe4e101/6842841e-9028-4c25-8370-d18e8b55d0b8.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/communications/2020/03/10/guidance-to-schools-on-covid-19/
https://youtu.be/RpfTUpPqmMQ


School funding of question over proposed ADE plan

There are many remaining questions surrounding the state education funding

formula if schools continue to adopt a hybrid model of learning. State education

funding relies on student attendance. If attendance decreases for a school district

or charter, so will funding. Schools typically get some funding for virtual school,

but not as much as they would if students attended in person. Senator Allen is

working on legislation that addresses issues with ADM (average daily

membership) due to potential fluctuations in enrollment and allowing greater

flexibility for districts with online/hybrid models of distant learning. It is anticipated

that this funding issue will be included as an item in the Governor's special

session call.

When more information is released, I will update you!

Governor issues Executive Order

Governor Ducey issued an executive order this week as a result of violence in

some locations around the state. According to the executive order, there will be a

statewide curfew from 8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., from May 31st to June 8th. During

the hours of curfew, everyone is prohibited from using, standing, sitting, traveling

or being present on any public street or in any public place, including for the

purpose of travel. The full executive order can be found here.here.

The executive order lists a number of exemptions, including:

Traveling directly to and from work

Attending religious services

Obtaining food

Caring for a family member, friend or animal

Patronizing and operating private business

Seeking medical care

Fleeing dangerous circumstances

Traveling for any of the services listed above

In addition, the following people have also been given exemptions:

All law enforcement

Firefighters

Paramedics or other medical personnel

National Guard, or other emergency response personnel authorized by the
State of Arizona

Credentialed members of the media

Violators of the curfew are subjected to a Class 1 misdemeanor which is

punishable by up to six months in jail and a fine of $2,500.

CARES act money received by cities, towns

Governor Ducey announced that he will allocate $441 million, a quarter of more

than $1.9 billion received from the CARES act, to cities and towns. The remaining

dollars will be set aside for future needs of the state, including the replenishment

of the state’s unemployment insurance trust fund if it is exhausted. Under the

stipulations set by the CARES act, communities can replace local dollars they

https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/20200531150110495.pdf


were using for health and public safety programs with new state aid. That, in turn,

frees up those dollars for other programs. Every county government except

Maricopa and Pima will receive money through AZCares, as both counties

received funds directly from the federal government. Cities from all 15 counties

will get money directly from AZCares. Twenty cities will receive at least $5 million ,

nine of which will get at least $10 million. Six cities, all in Maricopa County, will

receive at least $20 million. Governor Ducey has indicated that cities, towns and

counties will have maximum flexibility to decide how to best allocate those dollars

received.

Another $150 million will be allocated to the Express Pay Program which is

designed to provide quick cash for entities seeking public assistance from the

Federal Emergency Management Agency. Eligible recipients include local

governments, tribes, state agencies, nonprofit hospitals, school districts, fire

districts, and skilled nursing or assisted living providers.

Arizona healthcare infrastructure assessed

Personal finance company WalletHub released a report comparing the health

infrastructure of each individual state as the U.S. continues to combat COVID-19.

It analyzes data ranging from the state’s Public Health Emergency Preparedness

funding per capita to the share of the population that is uninsured and the number

of hospital beds per capita. The link to the complete study is here.here.

Below are the rankings for Arizona:

35th – Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) Funding Per Capita

40th – Public Hospital System Quality

47th – Public Healthcare Spending per Capita

42nd – Number of Hospital Beds per Capita

39th – Share of the total population that is uninsured

37th – Epidemiology Workforce per Capita

Unemployment claims fall

DES officials announced that unemployment claims in the state fell for the second

straight week. According to officials, more than 26,000 Arizonans filed for

unemployment in the week ending May 23rd, thousands fewer than the week

prior. Since the pandemic began, Arizona has paid out more than $1.4 billion in

total claims. These figures released do not represent additional applicants

qualified for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA), a federally funded

unemployment program for those with whom do not qualify for traditional

unemployment benefits. The expansion of PUA is intended for contract workers,

part-time, “gig workers” such as Uber drivers, and others who wouldn’t usually

qualify for benefits. The state accepted 77,063 new claims in the initial week of

availability but also lists 165,444 that were recognized as eligible for retroactive

benefits. For more information on unemployment compensation and DES

services related to COVID-19 click here.here.

Governor Ducey Provides COVID-Governor Ducey Provides COVID-
19 Update19 Update

https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/azcares_fund_allocations_-_for_website_-_final_allocations.pdf
https://wallethub.com/edu/states-with-best-health-infrastructure-for-coronavirus-pandemic/74483/
https://des.az.gov/services/employment/unemployment-individual
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Click here to find COVID-
19 resources and

volunteer opportunities

Click here to find out how
to donate a mobile

hotspot

Upcoming Legislators' BirthdaysUpcoming Legislators' Birthdays

Happy Birthday             
Rep. Gail Griffin (R)   
Wednesday, June 3rd

Representing LD14, Representative
Griffin is a former two term State Senator
and is serving her second non-
consecutive term at the House. Born in
Pennsylvania, Griffin first moved to
Arizona in 1968 and has been a real
estate broker for over 40 years.
Throughout her political career, Griffin has
received many awards for her service
which includes “Senator of the Year” from
the National Federation of Independent
Business (NFIB), “Legislator of the Year”
from Arizona Rural Health Association
and also from the Arizona Mining
Association. At the Legislature, she
serves as Chairman of the House Natural
Resources committee and is Vice
Chairman of the House Federal Relations
committee. This session her top
legislative priority was HB2591 which
would have appropriated $150,000 from
the FY2020-21 general fund to each
community college district located in a
county with a population of less than

Happy Birthday             
Rep. Steve Pierce (R)   

Tuesday, June 9th

Representing LD1, Representative Pierce
was appointed to his current seat in
March of 2019. Before his appointment by
the county supervisors, Pierce was a
former State Senator who was elected by
his peers to serve as Senate President in
2013 and Majority Whip in 2009. At the
Legislature, he is a member of the House
Government and Natural Resources
Committee. This session his top
legislative priority was HB2478 which
would have authorized the board of
supervisors of a county with a population
of less than 500,000 to levy a tax on the
gross proceeds of sales or income from a
business. Under the provisions, the
county would have been required to use
revenues collected from the tax to
promote and enhance tourism and for
economic development purposes. To
wish Representative Pierce happy
birthday: spierce@azleg.govspierce@azleg.gov

https://arizonatogether.org/
https://www.azcommerce.com/broadband/mobile-hotspot-donation-drive
mailto:spierce@azleg.gov


500,000 persons in order to enhance
public safety for the district. To wish
Representative Griffin happy birthday:
ggriffin@azleg.govggriffin@azleg.gov
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